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(54) Improvements In and relating to fishing tackle 

(57) A f bat adaptor to be used with a float and a fine comprises two plastics material portions 1 and 2 connected together 
by a plastics hinge 10a A pillar 9 on portion 1 1s receivabie In a corresponding recess or hole 8 formed In the portion 2 
whereby the two parts when hinged together so as to be juxtaposed in Interfadal relationsh^ are retained in such 
relattonship with the line bop 12c of fishing tine 12a, 12b. 12c sandwbhed there between. An end cap 11 receives the 
fishing line through its bore 1 1 a at one end thereof whilst the end of the combined portbns 1 and 2 is received in the other 
end of bore 1 1 a as a means of urging a cbse and secure interfadal contact between the portbns 1 and 2. A sleeve 13 
comprises a length of tubular rubber material and has one end received over the narrow cross-sectioned portbn of a fbat 
1 4 and the other stmSarly received over the fbat adaptor 1 0 at the end of the combined portions 1 and 2 opposed to end 
cap11. 



At bast one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a lat^ f3ed formal copy. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN MID RBIATING TO PISHING TACKLE 


The invention relates to a float adaptor for use in 
fishing and to fishing tackle comprising such an adaptor. 

Float adaptors are a well-known aid to freshwater fishing 
for fixing a float to a line in such a way that the float 
may be removed and changed for another without the need 
for breaking down the existing rig. There are various 

■ 

types availcdDle. To prevent movement on the line, these 
require the use of locking shot for holding position. 
Types are available which can stay in place without the 
use of locking shot but these tend to require as a 
precautionary measure the use of small locking shot. 

Such locking shot has in the past conveniently been lead 
shot. Modem day fishing has, however, now changed by 
public demand for environmental reasons and uses non- 
toxic shot substitutes. These substitutes are as a rule 
larger than their equivalent size in lead. Bulking on a 
float in the normal fashion can put a large volume of 
shot at the base of the float and during the cast can 
cause the float to spin, causing a tangle. Additionally, 
when the float is cocked these shot can cause a lack of 
sensitivity in the float and quality of strike (ie 
contact between the angler and fish) during the bite. To 
overcome these problems anglers can use a "loaded float'*. 
This carries the bulk of the weight required to cock the 
float in its body and allows the use of less shot on 
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the line to finally cock the float. Finally the new 
substitutes tend to be harder than lead and so when 
pinched on the line can cause bruising which at the base 
of the float during the cast can be critical, due to the 
pressure on the line. 

5 

According to the invention, fishing tackle comprises a 
float, a line and connection means for securing the float 
and line together wherein the connection means is secured 

to the float and comprises members which act on a portion 

10 ' . ^ 

of the line for clamping thereof by said members to 

prevent displacement of the float lengthwise of the line. 

Conveniently, one of said members has an upstanding lug 

and the other has a socket therefor, the lug and socket 

being mated to secure the members in such relation to 

each other as to effect said clamping of said line. In 

any event, it is preferred that the members of the 

connection means clamp a loop of line, means (such as the 

lug just mentioned) being provided in preferred 

embodiments to penetrate into the loop. 

20 

Tackle according to the invention will preferably have a 
first condition in which said members effect clamping and 
a second condition in which said float is displaceable 
lengthwise of the line, means being provided for 

25 

transition between said conditions. In preferred forms 
of the invention, the connection means comprises a pair 
of members hinged to each other to be pivotable between a 
position in which the line is clamped by interfacial 
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juxtaposition of the nembers and a position in which the 
line is not so clamped. A socket-defining member may be 
provided and may have said members received removably in 
its socket, said socket-defining member acting to draw 
said so-received members together in clamping 

5 

relationship with said line. Preferably, the socket 
and/or said members are so congif ured ' as to urge drawing 
together of said members to an extent which increases 
with the extent to which said members are received in 
said socket. 

10 

The connection means is prefercibly secured to said float 
by means of a sleeve a portion of which is received over 
said float and a portion of which has at least part of 
said members received therein. 

15 

In a second of its aspects, the invention provides a 
float adapter comprising a pair of elongate members 
hinged together at a hinge connecting an extremity of a 
first of said elongate members to an extremity of the 

20 

second of said members, said members being pivot€ible 
between a closed condition wherein the members interface 
with their longitudinal axes parallel and aligned and a 
lug of one member engages in a socket of the other and an 
open condition, a cap being provided to be received over 

25 

the extremities of the interfacing members remote from 
the hinge to secure the members in closed condition. 
Obviously, tackle as described earlier will conveniently 
comprise a float adaptor as just described. 



A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be 
described, by way of example only, reference being made 
to the accompanying drawings in which:- 

5 

Figure 1 shows the combination of a float with a float 
adaptor according to the invention in assembled form; 

Figxire 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 but in exploded 
form; 

10 

Figure 3 is a view similar to. Figure 2 but showing part 
only of the fishing tackle and with the central component 
opened out to expose detail; 

15 

Figures 4a and 4b are similar to Figiire 2 but show part 
only of the fishing tackle; 

Figure 5 illustrates assembly of the parts of the fishing 
tackle; and 

20 

Figure 6 further illustrates assembly of the parts of the 
fishing tackle. 

The fishing tackle shown in the figures comprises a float 

25 

14 (Figures 1 and 2 only), a connecting sleeve 13, a 
float adaptor shown generally at 10 and a fishing line 

m 

12a, 12b, 12c. 


-5- 

( 

The float 14 may be any conventional float as used in 
angling provided that a portion thereof is suitable for 
connection by means of sleeve 13 to the float adaptor 10. 
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Sleeve 13 comprises a length of tubular natural or 
synthetic rubber material. One end of the sleeve 13 is 
received over a narrow cross-sectioned poirtion of float 
14 and is retained thereon by the resilience of the 
material of the sleeve 13. The other end of sleeve 13 is 
similarly received over the float adaptor 10. The 
connection of the float 14 to the float adaptor 10 is 
such that flexibility of the sleeve 13 enables bending of 
the whole assembly. 


Float adaptor 10 comprises an injection moulded plastics 

15 

material having two portions 1 and 2 connected together 
by a plastics hinge 10a. The plastics material may be 
polypropylene, polyethylene or a nylon such as nylon 6,6 
preferably reinforced with glass fibre reinforcement 
present in an amount of eg 33% by weight. Portion 1 is 

20 

formed with a pillar 9 receivable in and complimentary 
with a recess 8 formed in the part 2. Each part 1, 2 has 
a semi-circular cross section and the two are hingable as 
indicated by the arrow in Figure 5 and further 
illustrated by Figure 6 so as to bring their planar faces 

25 

into juxtaposed interfacial relationship. In this 
condition, the pillar 9 is received in recess 8 as a 
force or locating fit and retains the two planar faces in 
the above-described relation. 
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Float adaptor 10 fiirther comprises an end cap 11 which 
may be made of metallic material but which is normally 
made of the same material as the parts 1 and 2 described 
above. End cap 11 is formed with a central through-bore 
lla which has a uniform circular cross-section over most 
of its length but is provided with a relatively narrow 
cross-sectioned portion at one end. The parts 1 and 2 
described above are receivable when interfaced into the 
larger cross-sectioned portion of the bore lla. This 

10 

portion in preferred forms of the float adaptor will in 
fact have a non-uniform cross-section which tapers 
towards the narrow part of the bore lla referred to 
above. In this way, increasing penetration of the parts 
1 and 2 combined into the bore lla urges the two parts 1 

15 

and 2 together. 

As best seen from Figures 5 and 6 of the drawings, a 
fishing line 12a originating from an angler's rod and 
reel passes through the bore lla to form a line loop 12c 

20 

which encircles the pillar 9 of the part 1. A 
continuation of the fishing line 12b extends through the 

■ 

bore lla in the reverse direction and carries near its 
end further fishing tackle items such as hooks, line 
feeders and such like according to the desire and 

25 

judgement of the angler. 

It will be appreciated from the above that the float can 
be placed relative to the line in any desired position so 
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that the length of line beneath the float can be 
determined by the angler according to choice. If the 
angler requires that the length of line beneath the float 
should be reduced or increased, it is an easy matter for 
him manually to remove end cap 11 from the balance of the 
float adaptor. It should then be possible simply to 
adjust the length of line by suitable application of 
memual force, perhaps after opening the two parts 1 and 2 
of the float adaptor so that they cease to clamp the line 
therebetween about the pillar 9. 


Because the plastics material of which the pairts 1 and 2 
are made is soft, the line 12c can be clamped 
.therebetween without damage such as occurs when fixture 
of a float relative to a line is achieved by means of 
lead shot or lead-substitute shot. 


The invention as described earlier without reference to 
the drawings may include any one or more features of the 
invention as described with reference to the drawing. 


20 
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CIAIMS 

1. Fishing tackle comprising a float, a line and 
connection means for securing the float and line together 
wherein the connection means is secured to the float and 

5 

comprises members which act on a portion of the line for 
clamping thereof by said members to prevent displacement 
of the float lengthwise of the line. 

2. Fishing tackle as claimed in Claim 1 wherein one of 

10 

said members has an upstanding lug and the other has a 
socket therefor, the lug and socket being mated to secure 
the members in such relation to each other as to effect 
said clamping of said line* 

15 

3. Fishing tackle as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2 
which has a first condition in which said members effect 
clamping and a second condition in which said float is 
displaceable lengthwise of the line, means being provided 
for transition between said conditions. 

20 

4. Fishing tackle as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 
3 wherein said cleuaping members operate to effect said 

* 

clcunping by acting upon at least one of said members so 
that they undergo drawing together in a sandwiching 

25 

action without relative rotation as between the 
confronting surface of one said member and that of the 
other said member and wherein said connection means 
includes means for maintaining said clamping members 


sandwiched together in clamping condition with said line. 

5« Fishing tackle as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein the clamping members are comprised at least in 
line-contacting portions thereof of an optionally filled 
or reinforced plastics material which is sufficiently 
soft as to ensure non-damaging clamping of said line* 

6. Fishing tackle as claimed in Claim 5 wherein said 
plastics material is high density polyethylene, a 
polyamine or polypropylene. 

7. Fishing tackle as claimed in Claim 6 wherein said 
polyamine is nylon 6,6. 

8. Fishing tackle as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein the connection means comprises a pair of members 
hinged to each other to be pivotable between a position 
in which the line is clamped by interfacial juxtaposition 
of the members and a position in which the line is not so 
clamped. 

9. Fishing tackle as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein a socket-defining member has said members 
received removably in its socket, said socket-defining 
member acting to draw said so-received members together 
in clamping relationship with said line. 

10. Fishing tackle as claimed in Claim 9 wherein said 
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socke'b and/or said members are so congifured as to urge 
drawing together of said members to an extent which 
increases with the extent to which said members are 
received in said socket. 

5 

11. Fishing tackle as claimed in any preceding claim 
wherein said connection meems is secured to said float by 
means of a sleeve a portion of which is received over 
said float cuid a portion of which has at least part of 
said members received therein. 

10 

12. Fishing tackle substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to and, as illustrated in, the 
accompanying drawings. 

15 

13. A float adapter comprising a pair of elongate 
members hinged together at a hinge connecting an 
extremity of a first of said elongate members to an 
extremity of the second of said members, said members 
being pivotable between a closed condition wherein the 

20 

members interface with their longitudinal axes 

parallel and aligned and a lug of one member engages in a 
socket of the other and an open condition, a cap being 
provided to be received over the extremities of the 
interfacing members remote from the hinge to secure the 

25 

members in closed condition. 
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